Success by 6 Minutes

January 21, 2009
Present:  Karla Robb, Robin Rivinius, Jill Gregoire, Deb Theurer, Stacey Kilwein, Heidi Krank, Sharon Hansen, Mitzi Swenson, Sheila Walter, Corrine Chruszch, Kirsten Hansen
Coffee with the Legislators - February 28 and March 21 at 10 am at City Hall.
Legislative updates  www.legis.nd.gov/  you can send email to legislators from this site.  There is a search engine; you can find the hearing dates, etc.  Sharon will email a list of websites to committee members.  
HB 1400 - Pre-K will be pulled out and discussed separately from HB 1400.   Sharon has concerns about the quality; child care providers have concerns about losing kids.  Private providers are concerned that the money is going to schools; who will insure the preschools are of high quality?  Testimony will include what makes high quality Pre-K.  The bill strongly encourages collaboration with childcare providers.  Questions include how to best provide the program, choices for parents, access in rural areas, affordability.  There is counter legislation being formed about Pre-K which would take it out of the school districts.  

HB 1418 - Quality in childcare; will be heard January 28 in committee.  Five levels of quality, voluntary for providers, encourages childcare providers through financial support to increase their education, money for supplies, to meet standards of a quality rating system; $3.2 million. 76% of children age 5 and younger are in childcare in North Dakota.  Most states already have a quality rating system for childcare providers.
Revising the Century Code to eliminate self certification for childcare providers, concern there will be a lot of unlicensed providers. Fingerprint background checks will be required for licensing. 
Local legislative Working Committee to review legislation on Fridays at 10am at Dakota Center for Independent Living (26 1st St E, Suite 103).  Missy Baranko will be attending.

United for Early Childhood Day – no one from Dickinson went because of bad weather.  Twenty two of the 25 agencies were there.  
Grant – Jenny’s Heroes - Grants up to $25,000 each totaling $1,000,000/year.  Fill out a form online  and if she accepts your grant she purchases materials, etc (no cash grants).  Ideas discussed including helping childcares reduce safety hazards and get organized using cubbies, cabinets, etc. The website is already paid for the next year by United Way.  Only United Way can purchase the Born Learning materials.  Consider partnering with the hospital to purchase 1 new board book for every baby born.  The newsletter insert at Partners in Parenting will need funding after May 2009.  Grant requests should follow the strategic plan.  Stacey, Heidi, Robin, Sheila and Kirsten will serve on a committee to review the proposals.  Email your ideas to Robin at robinr@funshineexpress.com  
Dr. Bruce Perry workshop – March 2, 2009 in Bismarck.  Sharon said he is a ND native and is an excellent speaker; his presentation is spellbinding.  Sharon will email the flyer to the committee. 
Website additions – email them to Robin.
Next meeting is February 18 at 3:30 pm at the Early Childhood Center.  Please invite anyone else who might be interested in attending.




Submitted by Mitzi Swenson

