Success by 6 Minutes

December 17, 2008

Present:  Karla Robb, Robin Rivinius, Jill Gregoire, Peggy Mayer, Deb Theurer, Stacey Kilwein, Heidi Krank, Sharon Hansen, Mitzi Swenson, Shonda Wild, Sheila Walter, Darcy Hopfauf
Website: Jill will check on the previously requested updates including the counter and search bar.
Website changes: Robin reviewed the additions that have been made to the website.  She still needs Gearing up for Kindergarten photos; no statewide link is available.  She will add additional links for SIDS information, CDC Act Early program and NRA Gun Safety.  Let Robin know if you have additional resources or links.

November childcare provider meeting: Shonda reported that legislators were invited to a meeting but it was canceled because of lack of participation.  They will invite business leaders in addition to legislators to a meeting after the holidays.  The Children’s Caucus is also addressing how to inform legislators about issues for the upcoming session.  Fargo has had publicity because of childcare centers closing.  QRIS (Quality Rating Improvement System) - Evaluation of quality of childcare - taking a provider from being licensed to being “5 star”.  Should money or childcare be given to providers or families?  
Pre-K Now teleconference: A summary is posted on the website.  10 people attended from Dickinson.  There was time for local discussion and the webcast is available at http://preknow.org/  The theme is collaboration as funding is going into the local school districts but successful programs are collaborating with private, childcare providers, etc.  ND is being challenged to include evidence based curriculum, certified teacher or early childhood background.  Funding is based on 40% of 4 year olds participating.  
Newsletter insert for West Dakota Parent Resource center: Stacey brought the most recent newsletter and asked for input.  Do we want a monthly focus or what is covered at our meetings?  The back page is developmental information for parents.  Karla sends Stacey the front page information monthly and Stacey and Deb put together the back page.  Stacey suggested highlighting some of the partners such as United Way.  Jill will send that information to Stacey by January 15.  Sharon will check with Dr. Stremick about doing one of his newsletter articles about Pre-K.

Uniting for Early Childhood day at the Legislature January 12:  Someone from the ECC will be attending, Jill and Robin will be attending.  
Robin brought the December issue of Prairie Business which had an article titled Early Childhood Development is a Sound Investment by Beth Davis.  It is one of the most important community investments that can be made.  
The United Way board would like a quarterly report.  Robin and Karla will attend the April meeting.  For bulk mailing for SB6 bring it to Jill at the United Way office.  

Preschool yearbook is available at no charge from nieer.org.
Next meeting January 21 at 3:30 pm at the Early Childhood Center.  

Submitted by Mitzi Swenson

